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U.S. Reps. Neguse, Gaetz, Cohen, and Carter
introduce bill to crack down on animal cruelty
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By Marty Irby

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In a
major new federal legislative ini-
tiative, U.S. Reps. Steve Cohen,
D-Tenn., Joe Neguse, D-Colo.,
Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., and Buddy
Carter, R-Ga., introduced the An-
imal Cruelty Enforcement (ACE)
Act, H.R. 8052, a bill they forged
in cooperation with Animal Well-
ness Action and the Animal Well-
ness Foundation to step up
federal action against perpetra-
tors of malicious cruelty.  The
measure would create a new An-
imal Cruelty Crimes section
within the U.S. Department of
Justice (DOJ), housed within the
Environment and Natural Re-
sources Division. 
Within the last two years, Con-
gress and the President have for-
tified the legal framework
against animal abuse, enacting
the Preventing Animal Cruelty
and Torture (PACT) Act, the Par-
ity in Animal Cruelty Enforce-
ment (PACE) Act, Pet and
Women Safety (PAWS) Act, the
Dog and Cat Meat Trade Prohi-
bition Act, and other federal
statutes criminalizing malicious
acts of cruelty. The new DOJ
section would concentrate on en-
forcing those laws and other pre-
viously enacted animal welfare
criminal statutes.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

In the early days of our Na-
tion's quest for independence,
volunteer forces and militias
formed the backbone of our
armed resistance.  These first pa-
triots fought valiantly when
called upon to defend liberty, and
then returned to their everyday
jobs as farmers, blacksmiths,
cobblers, merchants, and a host
of other occupations when the
fighting was over.  Today, the cit-
izen warriors of the National
Guard and Reserve carry for-
ward this proud legacy and are
essential to our prosperity, re-
silience, and national defense.
During National Employer Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve
Week, we honor the employers
who hire and support these brave
men and women and who stand
beside them in their mission to
ensure the security of our Nation.

“If there is one thing all Ameri-
cans agree on, it’s that strong en-
forcement is needed to address
heinous acts of cruelty like ani-
mal fighting where spectators bet
on animals that are forced to
fight to their deaths, and crush
videos where innocent animals
are tortured for fetishes,” said
Holly Gann, director of federal
affairs at Animal Wellness Foun-
dation. “Congress has passed a
number of laws to protect ani-
mals from cruelty, but these laws
are only effective if enforced.”
“I’m proud to support the Ani-
mal Cruelty Enforcement Act.
Intentionally inflicting harm to
defenseless animals, including
through competitive dog fighting
and other inhumane practices,
has no place in civilized society,”
said Rep. Cohen. “Enforcement
of measures already on the books

is critical to ending these barbaric
practices, which is what this
measure aims to do.”
“Proper enforcement of animal
cruelty laws will protect animal
welfare and help keep each of our
communities safe from the vio-
lence often linked to these
crimes,” said Rep. Neguse. “For
too long the Department of Jus-
tice has missed the mark on pro-
viding timely and efficient
prosecutions. The Animal Cru-
elty Enforcement Act, which I am
proud to introduce today, seeks to
right this by providing the neces-
sary resources and staffing for ef-
ficient enforcement of these laws,
so animals and communities
alike are protected and justice is
served.”
“I am proud to join Mr. Neguse
and my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to introduce the ACE
Act, an important step forward in
the fight against animal cruelty,”
said Rep. Gaetz. “This bipartisan,
bicameral bill will help protect
animals and bring bad actors to
justice nationwide, and I look
forward to its swift passage.”
“Congress has made important
strides to prevent animal cruelty
recently,” said Rep. Carter.
“Now, we need to ensure the laws
are enforced. This legislation will
provide the resources necessary
to combat animal-fighting and
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Our National Guard and Re-
serve service members are criti-
cal to businesses and
organizations in every sector of
our economy, from education
and healthcare to construction
and agriculture.  Just as they de-
liver meaningful contributions in
civilian life, these men and
women also provide strategic
depth and operational capability
to the Joint Force in uniform, de-
ploying in support of critical

missions throughout the world
and responding to natural disas-
ters and numerous other chal-
lenges on the home front.  This
year in particular, we have
clearly seen their courage and
unwavering resolve as they have
selflessly served on the front
lines of our Nation's response to
the coronavirus pandemic.  De-
spite the risk to their own health,
they have supported medical
staff at hospitals and nursing
homes, distributed food to hard-
hit communities, built, staffed,
and equipped alternate care facil-
ities, and delivered life-saving
medical equipment and supplies.
Because of the vital importance
of our National Guard and Re-
serve forces to our national secu-
rity, those who employ them are
key partners in the defense of our
Nation.  Their support in provid-
ing stability and flexibility to
these men and women is critical
to the country's ability to mobi-
lize quickly in times of crisis.
These employers often make
great financial sacrifices them-

selves to ensure that their Na-
tional Guard and Reserve em-
ployees are able to carry out their
missions and responsibilities
quickly and effectively.  As one
Nation, we extend our gratitude
and respect to the men and
women who employ our Na-
tional Guard and Reserve forces
for their role in ensuring the
readiness and retention of our
fighting force.

Our military is the finest in the
world thanks in no small part to
our brave service members and
their patriotic employers.  Dur-
ing this week of recognition, I
salute and honor all employers
who cooperate and partner with
our National Guard and Reserve
service members for their unwa-
vering support and selfless com-
mitment to protecting our Nation
and preserving our American
way of life.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DON-
ALD J. TRUMP, President of the
United States of America, by
virtue of the authority vested in

me by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim August 16
through August 22, 2020, as Na-
tional Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve Week.  I call
upon all Americans to join me in
expressing our heartfelt thanks to
the civilian employers who pro-
vide critical support to the men
and women of the National
Guard and Reserve.  I also call
on State and local officials, pri-
vate organizations, and all mili-
tary commanders to observe this
week with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand this
fourteenth day of August, in the
year of our Lord two thousand
twenty, and of the Independence
of the United States of America
the two hundred and forty-fifth.

DONALD J. TRUMP
August 14, 2020

“Because of the vital im-
portance of our National
Guard and Reserve forces
to our national security,
those who employ them are
key partners in the defense
of our Nation.  Their sup-
port in providing stability
and flexibility to these men
and women is critical to
the country's ability to mo-
bilize quickly in times of
crisis.”  

prior to kickoff.

For season ticket holders who
have not yet made their selection
in both the 6-foot and 12-foot so-
cial distancing scenarios, please
visit www.KeepMemphisRoar-

ing.com to click on the form.  to
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Fans who do not make a selec-
tion by the Aug. 19 deadline will
be automatically enrolled in the
"opt-in" to socially distanced
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the "donate" option in the 12-feet
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join three out of four Tiger Fans
that have decided to opt-in to
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ment of animals won’t be toler-
ated in our nation.”
The measure is supported by An-
imal Wellness Action and the An-
imal Wellness Foundation’s
Animal Wellness National Law
Enforcement Council (NLEC)
co-chaired by former Oklahoma
Attorney General Drew Edmond-
son, and former Oregon District
Attorney Josh Marquis; SPCA
International; the Center for a
Humane Economy; Horses for
Life Foundation; and American
Horse Protection Society.
The Animal Wellness Founda-
tion (Foundation) is a Los Ange-
les-based private charitable
organization with a mission of
helping animals by making vet-
erinary care available to every-
one with a pet, regardless of
economic ability. We organize
rescue efforts and medical serv-
ices for dogs and cats in need and
help homeless pets find a loving
caregiver. We are advocates for
getting veterinarians to the front
lines of the animal welfare move-
ment; promoting responsible pet
ownership; and vaccinating ani-
mals against infectious diseases
such as distemper. We also sup-
port policies that prevent animal
cruelty and that alleviate suffer-
ing. We believe helping animals
helps us all.
Animal Wellness Action (Ac-
tion) is a Washington, D.C.-based
501(c)(4) organization with a
mission of helping animals by
promoting legal standards forbid-
ding cruelty. We champion
causes that alleviate the suffering
of companion animals, farm ani-
mals, and wildlife. We advocate
for policies to stop dogfighting
and cockfighting and other forms
of malicious cruelty and to con-
front factory farming and other
systemic forms of animal ex-
ploitation. To prevent cruelty, we
promote enacting good public
policies and we work to enforce
those policies. We believe help-
ing animals helps us all.  

other barbaric practices. I thank
my colleagues for the bipartisan
work on this bill.”
The introduction of the authoriz-
ing bill comes on the heels of a
successful effort in the House to
use $1 million from the Legal
Activities account to enforce an-
imal welfare laws, and was spon-
sored by Reps. Neguse, Gaetz,
Brian Fitzpatrick, R-Penn., Ben
McAdams, D-Utah, Bill Posey,
R-Fla., Cohen, Tony Cardenas,
D-Calif., Jamie Raskin, D-Md.,
John Katko, R-N.Y., Dina Titus,
D-Nev., Eleanor Holmes Norton,
D-D.C., and Kurt Schrader, D-
Oregon. Language was also in-
cluded by the House
Appropriations Committee di-
recting DOJ to make enforce-
ment of animal cruelty laws a
priority and encouraging the
DOJ to establish a dedicated sec-
tion to handle animal cruelty
crimes.
A dedicated Animal Cruelty
Crimes section at DOJ would
allow for robust and effective en-
forcement of these crimes by
designating personnel focused
on these issues. DOJ already has
dedicated sections on other im-
portant societal concerns, such as
environmental protection,
wildlife, and organized crime.
The passage of this amendment
comes after a series of cockfight-
ing investigations in Oklahoma,
Alabama, Tennessee, Guam, and
Kentucky exposing massive ille-
gal enterprises involved in global
shipping of animals for fighting
purposes, in violation of federal
laws against that activity. 
“Our nation has an epidemic of
rampant dogfighting and cock-
fighting, bestiality, the sale of an-
imal crush videos, horse soring,
and other forms of extreme ex-
ploitation,” noted Wayne
Pacelle, president of Animal
Wellness Action. “A new Animal
Cruelty Crimes section would
allow the United States to do
more to combat cruelty and com-
plement efforts of the states and
local governments in sending a
signal that malicious mistreat-

“ I am proud to join Mr. Ne-
guse and my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to in-
troduce the ACE Act, an im-
portant step forward in the
fight against animal cruelty,”
said Rep. Gaetz. “This bipar-
tisan, bicameral bill will help
protect animals and bring
bad actors to justice nation-
wide, and I look forward to
its swift passage.”


